Report On Recent Research Activity

Since the last report in January, the LINk team has been very busy with research activity.  As well as continuing with developing a baseline demographic of the city, and collating previous research feedback, the majority of research has been focused on the Enter and View project for Care and Residential Homes within the city of Derby.  Also, the LINk team has developed a survey of interest regarding health and social care services, and opportunities for research, which has been distributed to all of our members with the aim of collating a database of interests.  And finally, we have been looking into options regarding a city wide consultation regarding health and social care. 

The first Enter and View visit had been organised for 2 March at Sherwood Care Home, where two of our researchers spent an afternoon at the care home, having a look around, talking to residents and their relatives, and assisting people filling out the Enter and View Surveys.

As this was the first visit, it acted as our pilot visit and assisted LINk in making any final changes to the research pack.  At the moment, the research pack consists of a letter to the researcher briefing them of the date, time and the care home, the aims of the research and the maximum number of respondents to survey.  It also includes a letter from the manager to the care home, detailing LINk and the Enter and View project.  Both Mark and I had spoken to the person in charge at Sherwood Care Home and she was aware of the project and was very cooperative.  The pack also includes guidelines for the researchers to follow, detailing the Enter and View regulations and taking the researchers through the research step by step.  The pack then consists of the visit report form where researchers can note their observations and also any safeguarding issues they perceive, the questionnaires and also a research feed back form.  After discussions with a few of the LINk members, researchers are also provided with clip boards, pens and self addressed envelopes for those who want to take the questionnaire away and return it at a later date.  The feedback from this Enter And View visit provided a substantial amount of data and also highlighted some areas which need further development.

Also, in order to develop the researcher role within Derby LINk, we have designed a survey to capture the interest areas of our members regarding health and social care within Derby City with the hope of being able to streamline research opportunities more efficiently in the future.  The survey is available in the newsletter, on our website, and has also been posted to those of our members who request a paper copy of the newsletter, along with a self addressed envelope for its return.  The aim is to collect responses from each of our members, and they are given the chance of winning a prize if completed and returned before 31 March.  The survey consists of five sections, starting with a brief contact detail section to be able to contact the prize winner.  The next section asks for the members to consider which areas of health care services are of interest to them.  The following section asks the members to consider which areas of social care services are of interest to them.  And the final two sections ask the members to consider what topics regarding health and social care are of interest to them.  All questions are check box questions, where the members are required to tick all that apply to them and all questions provide an ‘other’ check box with space to provide further details.

Finally, as discussed at the last management committee meeting, I have been contacting local research contractors with the idea of conducting a city wide consultation regarding health and social care and the needs of the city.  In total I have contacted four organisations, IPSOS MORI, The Social Issues Research Centre, The University Of Derby and The University Of Nottingham.  At present only two have replied, and unfortunately, although The Social Research Centre specialises in both qualitative and quantitative research, they conduct their surveys online rather than door to door but have expressed an interest in the consultation and therefore given us something to think about.  On the other hand, IPSOS MORI, who specialise in household surveys have also expressed an interest in the consultation and have requested more details.  I feel a development of the sub–committee is required in order for LINk to draft ideas regarding the consultation.

Thank You,

Jessica Davies.

