Minutes of the Derby LINk Management Committee Meeting
23 September 2009

	Present:
	
	Apologies:

	Steve Studham (SS)
	Peter Swift (PS)
	Older Peoples Cluster Rep

	Beverley Martin (BM)
	Margot Keats (MK)
	Raj Bali (RB)

	Ciselyn Alexander (CA)
	Wendy Locke 
	Dionne Reid (DR)

	
	Kulvinder Kang
	Carol Burns (CB)

	
	Nancy Pountain
	

	Staff present:
	Michael Tristram
	

	Mark Blaney (MB)
	
	

	
	
	


	Item
	Comments
	Actions

	1. Welcome and apologies
17:40


	Ray Gumbley, Derby Office Manager Age Concern Derby and Derbyshire (ACDD), introduced himself to the group.
Apologies received from Dionne Reid, Carol Burns and Raj Bali.

Raj Bali contacted the LINk to let us know his wife died on 22 September 2009. Raj wanted to let everyone know as many members knew his wife.
The members requested MB to pass on their condolences to Raj


	MB to contact RB

	2. Minutes of previous meeting

17:45

	Minutes agreed as true and accurate record of events
	

	3. Matters arising

17:50
	7.1 All questions received were collated and passed to Phil Holmes at City Council for inclusion in the care homes question (discussed under 6.2)
7.3 PCT contacted and informed of LINk representatives. PCT have supported PS with role on Board. 

The Clinical Governance and Patient Safety Board have met recently but LINk representatives have not been informed. MB will contact PCT and get dates and details of future meetings

8. LINk update now redesigned, members welcomed the changes

9. MB spoke to Dawn Moran (DM) re use of development fund. DM confirmed fund can be used for any activity that promotes or enhances the work of the LINk.


	MB to contact PCT 

	4. LINk Researcher Recruitment
17:55
	MB presented job specification and briefing document for the proposed LINk Researcher post. MB explained the role of the post will be to provide evidence of the impact LINk is having with health and social care services and increase opportunities for volunteer participation in LINk work.
Members discussed the role and unanimously approved the implementation.


	

	5. Development Fund – Age Concern Advocacy Worker
18:00 
	MB gave background to Advocacy role and the reasons for asking Ray to speak at the meeting. 
Ray talked about the work of the current advocacy programme and how he feels an extension of this will enhance the LINk care home work. 
The perception is that as LINk members visit care homes they will identify issues that may need to be referred to an advocate. This may increase the amount of work for the current advocacy project and slow down the time taken to resolve issues and work with residents. By supporting an extension to the advocacy project we would increase their capacity to deal with issues and provide follow up and resolution for any issues that are raised.

Members requested further detail on how the advocate would work with LINk and how the success and impact of the role would be measured.

It was agreed that members would contact MB with any further questions and concerns which will be passed on to Ray for reply.

A decision on whether to support the bid will be deferred pending response to these questions.


	Members to contact MB with questions regarding the advocacy project and how they feel it should look by 
05 10 09


	Break 
18:55
	RG and BM leave meeting
	

	6. Care Homes Work
	MB has contacted Phil Holmes regarding safeguarding adults and working with dementia training that had been discussed. So far we have not had a response. Members requested and official letter be sent to confirm details
	MB to write letter to Phil Holmes

	6.1. Feedback from Care Homes Providers meeting
	MB attended care homes providers meeting to discuss the planed care homes work. Providers were initially reluctant to discuss the proposals but agreement was reached by the end of the meeting
	

	6.2. Review of Proposed Questionnaire 
	Members welcomed the questionnaire and did not make any suggestions for changes.
	

	7. Feedback from PCT Board meeting
	PS has attended two board meetings. He feels welcomed by the staff and other members but found difficulty interpreting some of the supporting data provided. The data has now been reformatted for all members making issues more open to discussion. PS has raised concerns about provision for distribution of Anti Viral medication during the predicted swine flu season. The PCT will be working to make availability easier and the location of centres for collection much wider publicised.
PS was thanked for his work with the board and the reports he compiles of his activities.
PS has asked that any questions members or the public would like addressing to the PCT board be put in writing to him via MB
	

	8. AOB
	Attempts to arrange visits to the diabetic clinic at Derby Royal have so far proven fruitless. MB will send a formal letter requesting a visit to the clinic.
MT asked that individual matters arising from previous meetings be marked as specified items on the agenda.

MB agreed to this. 
	MB to write letter

	9. Arrangements for future meetings
	The proposed date of 4 November is not available.

The alternate options are 3, 5, 10 or 12 November 14:30 to 16:30 at Community Action Derby.

Could members contact MB to confirm preferred date and availability, MB will inform of agreed details.   
	Members to contact MB with preferred date for next meeting
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