Minutes of the Derby LINk Management Committee Meeting
12 November 2009

	Present:
	
	Apologies:

	Steve Studham (SS)
	Peter Swift (PS)
	None received 

	Beverley Martin (BM)
	Margot Keats (MK)
	

	Ciselyn Alexander (CA)
	Wendy Locke (WL)
	

	Raj Bali (RB)
	Kulvinder Kang (KK)
	

	Dionne Reid (DR)
	Nancy Pountain (NP)
	

	
	Michael Tristram (MT)
	

	Staff present:
	Carol Burns (CB)
	

	Mark Blaney (MB)
	
	


	Item
	Comments
	Actions

	1. Welcome and apologies
	SS opened the meeting and welcomed all present. No apologies were received.

	

	2. Minutes of last meeting
	The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record.

	

	3. Matters Arising 
	SS introduced item and asked MB to feedback on each item.
	

	3.1. Researcher Recruitment
	MB reported appointment of LINk researcher following interviews held on Monday 9 November. Subject to satisfactory references they will take up the post week commencing 23 November 2009.

 
	

	3.2 PCT Meetings 
	PS reported that the clinical governance meeting has now been amalgamated with the Strategic Quality Management Committee at the PCT, explaining why we have not received any information. MB will contact PCT to check if they still require LINk involvement.

	MB to contact PCT

	3.3 Age Concern Advocacy role
	MB spoke to Ray Gumbley and explained that LINk would not be able to support the advocacy role at this point but could look at the proposal again in six months time when we have more experience and understanding of the needs of the Enter and View project.

 
	

	3.4 Care homes visits training 
	MB has booked several dates for safeguarding adults training with the city council, 25 and 27 November and 1 December. Once members have completed this they will be able to take part in Enter and View visits. Members who have already undertaken safeguarding awareness training do not need to retake the course.
Members who are unable to attend on these dates can attend the course at a later date as it runs regularly throughout the year.


	

	3.5 Diabetes visits
	Garry Tan has arranged a visit for LINk members to the new diabetes unit at Derby Royal Hospital for 12:30 on 25 November 2009. The visit will last roughly 2 hours and include a tour of the unit and a chance to ask questions of staff. WL suggested meeting slightly before this to observe issues with signage and access to the unit. MB will contact members with details of meeting times and directions for the day.

	MB to send out details.

	4.  Development Fund – Women's Work – International Women's Day
	DR presented a bid for £2000 from the LINk development fund to help support the costs of running International Women's Day on 6 March 2010. DR gave a brief history of the Women's Work project, the Derby City Gender, Sexuality and Diversity Forum and the aims of International Women's Day. The event will be held at the Derby Assembly Rooms and could be an excellent platform to promote LINk, recruit new members and gather public opinion.

Questions from Members –

Q.  Is this linked with other International Women's Day events?

A.  Yes, DR role is to organise event and raise funds, last years event cost £6000 to stage to which Derby City Council contributed £400.

Q. What is there for men at the event?

A. Event is none exclusive , men are welcome to take part in all activities of the day

Q. Have you approached different departments at Derby City Council or members of the local COMPACT?

A. DR will be approaching everyone she can; the main department working on this is Democratic Services.

Q. What does LINk get from this?

A. Raising awareness of the project, recruitment of new members. This event links to Derby LINks aim of engaging with communities on social as well as health issues.

Q. How would we measure what impact LINks involvement would have?

A. Could record, number of visitors, new members, issues raised, people spoken to.

Q. How long does the event run for?

A. 10.00 am to 4.00 pm, 6 March 2010.
Q. How many groups involved are affiliated to LINk?

A. Without checking both lists we are unsure but at least 5 are apparent.

Q. Do you have a guest speaker or confirmed programme?

A. Programme not finalise yet. Speakers are unconfirmed but should be Ruth Badger (The Apprentice) and Dame Ellen Macarthur plus one more.

Q. What is the aim of the day?

A. National event to showcase women's achievement and contribution to society. Also raise awareness in the city of what resources are available to women.

Q. If we supported the bid, we would need to ensure that LINk had prominent placing and publicity.

A. Agreed

Q. Would it be helpful to promote this at March PCT Board meeting?

A. Yes please.
18:20 DR left room to allow deliberation

Can we afford to offer full amount or should we offer £1000 as contribution?
Agree £1000 is good contribution to running costs.

If approved we should ask for breakdown of what money was spent on and agree on monitoring required.

It was proposed to support the event and offer £1000.  This was seconded.
Proposal carried.

18:30 DR returns to meeting  

Informed of decision subject to agreement to monitoring requirements.

	MB draft formal offer letter including monitoring requirements


	5. National and Local Publicity campaigns
	Department of Health is funding national campaign to raise awareness of LINks. This will run from now until March 2010. Further details can be found at www.lx.nhs.uk 
MK suggested national campaign was poorly timed and the money could have been better spent on local LINk activities

Locally we have agreed a deal with RAM FM to sponsor their breakfast show from 11 January 2010 to 4 April 2010. This will include running a series of adverts throughout the day and having publicity events aimed at recruitment with the “Thunder Crew”. We are doing this in partnership with Derbyshire LINk and have managed to strike a very good deal. We will let you have more details closer to the time.

SS stated that we should all be proud of the achievements of Derby LINk as we continue to work in a productive and useful way in involving the people of Derby in health and social care decision making.


	

	6. Feedback from PCT Board 
	PS gave feedback from PCT Board meeting.
A lack of feedback is hampering progress on issues raised by the public.

Meetings are now bi monthly.
John Beswarick is standing down as Chair, and an advert for his successor was placed in the Guardian. The Trust hope to appoint in January.
Prem Singh reported on the recent article in the Derby Evening Telegraph regarding the £18 million shortfall in PCT funding. Prem agreed that this was correct but pointed out this was due to budget cuts, missed appointments and poor prescribing practices rather than the recession.

PS attended a pandemic flu preparedness exercise.  The predicted severity of the flu pandemic has been reduced. Swine flu infection levels have decreased to 60 per week in Derby although deaths attributed to swine flu have risen.

GPs have been given the correct H1N1 vaccine, the vaccine on offer in supermarkets at £8 each is for the standard seasonal flu.
No progress has been made regarding approval for the proposed incinerator at Sinfin. A decision has been deferred.

Care homes nursing services contracts are now the responsibility of the PCT.  These are being reviewed by Gill Collinson who intends to visit each home to discuss quality checks and contract monitoring.
PS will attend one of these visits to see how they are run and if we can learn anything from them for our own visits.

Four new dentist contracts have been awarded by the PCT two are currently open, and the other two are due to open before December. 

NP asked if all the centres are fully accessible.
PS has visited all of them and they are fully accessible,

MT congratulated PS on a fantastic report and expressed thanks on behalf of the committee, RB and MB agreed.

 
	MB to arrange visit to surgeries in new year



	7. Any Other Business
	WL can we have confirmed parking for next meeting
	MB to organise

	8. Arrangements for next meeting
	It was suggested the next meeting be used to agree the work plan and discuss how to use the development fund. This will be held at an external venue. MB will confirm all details as soon as possible
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